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PAPERS OF THE AMERICAN SCHOOL OF CLASSICAL 

STUDIES AT ATHENS. 
SUPPLEMENTARY EXCAVATIONS AT THE THEATRE 

OF SIKYON, IN 1891. 1 



The results of the supplementary excavation of the subterranean 
structure in the theatre of Sikyon, conducted from July 27 to August 
14,^1891, may be summarized as follows : 2 

The underground passage, which has been called vtr6voiio<;,z,t present 
in the form of a trench with vertical sides, begins in the orchestra near 
the middle of the semicircular conduit below the seats of the eavea, and 
runs to a point about midway between the walls D and E of the stage- 
structure (Journal, vol. v, pi. ix). Through most of the orchestra 
it cuts the native white clay; but from the space marked on the 
plan as " excavated below the level of orchestra" to the point between 
D and E, it is cut through a crust of rock to the clay soil beneath. 
From just in front of the wall B (toward the orchestra), the sides ot 
the vwoi'o/io? are sheathed with slabs of stone ; this construction is 
continued through the orchestra to where the virovoixo? is met by a 
gutter cut in a single block of stone, which projects about half a metre 
into the orchestra from under the lower of the two courses of stone 
that form the outer boundary of the semicircular conduit. In the 
stone facing between A and B is set a flight of five steps of soft native 
stone, constructed, in part at least, of architrave-blocks. This stair- 
way, which occupies the entire width of the virovoiw? and descends in 
the direction of the orchestra, terminates abruptly about half a metre 
above the bottom of the vttovo/aos, thus leaving a free space, evidently 
intended for the passage of water. Under the stairway the v-n-ovofios 
is floored with stone slabs. How far forward into the orchestra these 
run it is impossible to say, owing to incomplete excavation. They 
certainly appear in the line of the wall KK, which has no structural 
connection with the v7r6vo/j,o<}. The depth of the vttovojios varies 
from about 2.25 m. between B and E to about 1.85 m. between A 

1 Papers of the American School at Athens, v, p. 20 ( Journal, v, pp. 267-292). 
* A detailed report, with plans, will be published later. 
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and B and at KK. Its width is about 0.56 m. between D and E, 
and 0.69 m. between A and B. At about the centre of the orchestra, 
the inrovojios widens to about double its average width, and forms a 
cubical tank, with a clay bottom, 1.30 m. square and deep. Beyond 
this its breadth decreases gradually from about 0.60 m. to 0.30 m., 
where it meets the gutter mentioned above. The virovofios was origin- 
ally covered, except over the stairway, with slabs of native conglom- 
erate. It is continued beyond the theatre by a tunnel in the rock, 
about 1 m. high, which apparently meets one of the numerous sub- 
terranean waterways of the plateau. 

MOETIMEE LAMSON EARLE. 

Barnard College, 

Nov. 27, 1891. 



